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noise. The Comte de Soissons escaped to Sedan, a princi-
pality of the Due de Bouillon, and Gaston dj Orleans,
whose birth placed him above repression, lay low, waiting
for some fresh occasion when he could risk, without
danger to himself, the life or liberty of his adherents.
In 1641, the hour seemed propitious. The imposition
of fresh taxation had stirred up a general turmoil, the
Cardinal was unpopular, the chance must be taken. The
Comte de Soissons came to an understanding with the
Spaniards, and this was, as it were, the first trace of the
convention which, some months later, terminated the
career of Cinq-Mars. He received some thousands of men
from them, and marched against the royal troops. Fate
was against him. He was defeated and slain at La Marfee,
on July 6, 1641, and his death, which deprived them of a
good general, was a sore blow to the conspirators.
They did not wait long, however, before renewing
their attempt; in fact, it was necessary for them to hurry
if they themselves wished to have the satisfaction of murder-
ing the Cardinal, whose intelligence and will retained all
their powers, but whose aspect from this time was that of
a dying man, wasted by fever, exhausted by abscesses and
by moments of semi-paralysis, and always tormented by
rheumatism. But he never rested: so long as he had
breath in his body, so long as his heart would beat, he
must and would continue his work. He never recoiled
from journeys which, even in our day, would fatigue a
normal man; he travelled in a litter, crossing France
whenever it seemed necessary, always tortured, inert, but
vigilant and unflagging. By 1642, military operations were
being directed in Roussillon. Several forts there belonged
to Spain; French troops had taken Collioures in April,
and were now besieging Perpignan. It was an important
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